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not exactly a military expedition. To the sailois of each
ship were assigned certain shares of the general profits,
and as it was obvious that moie money was likely to be
gained by trade with the natives, or by the capture of
such stray carracks and other merchantmen of the enemy
as were frequently to be met in these regions, the men
were not particularly eager to take part in sieges of
towns or battles with cruisers. Matelieff, however, had
sufficient influence over his comrades to inflame their
zeal on this occasion for the fame of the republic, and to
induce them to give the Indian princes and the native
soldiery a lesson in Batavian warfare.

A landing was effected on the peninsula, the sailors
and guns were disembarked, and an imposing auxiliary
force, sent, according to promise, after much delay, by
the Sultan of Johore, proceeded to invest Malacca. The
ground proved wet, swampy, and impracticable for
trenches, galleries, covered ways, and all the other
machinery of a regular siege. Matelieff was not a soldier
nor a naval commander by profession, but a merchant-
skipper, like so many other heroes whose achievements
were to be the permanent glory of their fatherland. He
would not, however, have been a Netherlander had he
not learned something of the science which Prince
Maurice had so long been teaching, not only to his own
countrymen, but to the whole world. So moveable
turrets, constructed of the spice-trees which grew in rank
luxuriance all around, were filled with earth and stones,
and advanced towards the fort. Had the natives been
as docile to learn as the Hollanders were eager to teach a
few easy lessons in the military art, the doom of Andreas
Hurtado de Mendoza would have been sealed. But the
great truths which those youthful pedants, Maurice and
Lewis William, had extracted twenty years before from
the works of the Emperor Leo and earlier pagans, amid
the jeers of veterans, were not easy to transplant to the
Malayan peninsula.

It soon proved that those white-turbaned, loose gar-
mented, supple-jointed, highly .picturesque troops of the
sultan were not likely to distinguish themselves for any-
thing but wonderful rapidity in retreat. Not only did
they shrink from any advance towards the distant forts,
but they were incapable of abiding an attack within OT
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